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Chairman’s Message
Dear Foundation Supporters,

I am pleased to report that the California Ricelands
Waterbird Foundation (“Foundation”) has continued
to grow significantly over the past year. We expanded
our habitat work and our fundraising efforts enabling
us to accomplish even more wildlife habitat conservation in the future. We’ve been
able to do this largely by leveraging our donor contributions to attract even more
investments in the form of federal grants that require matching funds.

The theme for this year’s annual report, New Journeys and Discoveries, relates to
exciting new developments in both our waterbird and salmon conservation programs.
You’ll read about our cutting edge work with the roll-out of our newly branded
conservation program delivery system, new findings about techniques to strategically
use winter-flooded rice fields to grow salmon bigger and faster to help them better
survive their journey to the Pacific Ocean, as well as our own journey towards
becoming a more sustainably funded Foundation.

I am so excited about how far we’ve come from a simple idea, just five short years ago,
that we could create a Foundation that sits at a key intersection of farmers, science,
wildlife habitat and partner-based conservation to efficiently invest our donors’ funds
into high-quality wildlife habitat projects. This is what we do. And, thanks to you,
we continue to do more and more each year. Our plans for next fiscal year include a
renewal of our salmon work where we will implement the program on full-scale farms,
our first coordinated effort to provide quality nesting cover habitat throughout the
full nesting season and increases in spring and fall shallow flooding for waterbirds.
The New Journeys and Discoveries in this annual report were made possible by
all of us working together for our wildlife. Our donors are at the forefront of these
accomplishments because, without them, the exciting journeys and discoveries
described in this report would only be ideas rather than real accomplishments.
Thank you for helping us to innovate and invest in greater biodiversity in the
Sacramento Valley.

Paul Buttner
Chairman
2

Annual
Annual Report
Report
California
Foundation
California Ricelands
Ricelands Waterbird
Waterbird Foundation
The
was created
created in
in 2015
2015
TheCalifornia
California Ricelands
Ricelands Waterbird
Waterbird Foundation
Foundation (“Foundation”)
(“Foundation”) was
to
implement
activities
that
create
and
promote
real
habitat
projects
on
the
ground
to implement activities that create and promote real habitat projects on the ground
in
ricelands. Over
Over the
the past
past
in and
and around
around California
California ricelands.
five
used our
our donor
donor funding
funding as
as
five years,
years, we
we have
have used
leverage
large federal
federal grants
grants from
from the
the
leverage to
to acquire
acquire large
Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service.
These
Natural Resources Conservation Service. These
include
Partnership
include aa Regional
Regional Conservation
Conservation Partnership
Program
in 2015,
2015, aa Conservation
Conservation
Program (RCPP)
(RCPP) grant
grant in
Innovation
2019, and
and second
second RCPP
RCPP grant
grant
Innovation Grant
Grant in
in 2019,
scheduled
to
come
on-line
in
2020.
scheduled to come on-line in 2020.

Greater
GreaterYellowlegs
Yellowlegs feeding
feeding near
near aa
depth
depthstake
stake in
in aa project
project field
field

Major
MajorActivities
Activities

The
its funds
funds to
to invest
invest in
in our
our
The Foundation
Foundation uses
uses its
core
the ecological
ecological value
value of
of
core mission
mission to
to enhance
enhance the
California
rice
fields
to
help
sustain
millions
of
California rice fields to help sustain millions of
waterbirds
wildlife in
in the
the Pacific
Pacific Flyway
Flyway
waterbirds and
and other
other wildlife
for
for future
future generations.
generations.

This
Thisfiscal
fiscal year
year included
included the
the following
following major activities:
1)
1) Continued
Continued work,
work, as
as part
part of
of a major NRCS grant, to develop methods for
managing
salmon
managing winter-flooded
winter-flooded rice fields to help recover struggling Chinook salmon
populations.
populations.
2)
2) Invested
Invested donor
donor funds
funds into
into high-quality
shorebird
projects.
shorebird projects.
3)
3) Continued
Continued our
our efforts
efforts to
to pursue
pursue
additional
additional donations
donations by
by collaborating
collaborating
with
a
fundraising
consulting
with a fundraising consulting firm to
develop
develop and
and implement
implement aa strategic
fundraising
fundraising plan.
plan.
White-faced Ibis using a project
project field
field

31

Great Results on Salmon Project

We executed Year 2 fieldwork as part of
Phase I of our California Ricelands Salmon
Project. This project was made possible by
a $100,000 grant from the S. D. Bechtel, Jr.
Foundation which enabled us to secure a
$1.4 million salmon habitat pilot project with
UC Davis and our conservation partners. We
are developing and testing techniques to
successfully raise salmon on winter-flooded rice
fields while also maintaining bird habitat benefits.

Results from fish tagging showing
great outmigration results

In Spring of 2020, there was much excitement as
we monitored real-time data tracking the journey
of our rice field-reared Chinook salmon as they made their way to the Pacific Ocean.
The graphic above tells the story. Approximately 4.5% of our rice-field reared salmon
made it safely to the San Francisco Bay while only 1% of our controls (no rice field
rearing) made it out to the Bay. Given the drought-year river conditions during our
fieldwork season, expected outmigration
is between 0-3%, which makes our results
very exciting. They speak to the potential
for California rice fields to not only help
birds but to also help our struggling salmon
populations.

UC Davis research team evaluates the passage
of juvenile Chinook salmon out of a rice field

You can visit www.salmon.calrice.org to
see amazing photos and video clips of our
work in rice fields like the photo at left of
the UC Davis research team gathering
critical information about our ability to get
the salmon safely out of the project fields
after they have grown to size and are ready
to head towards the Golden Gate.

The New Bid4Birds Habitat Program Makes its Debut

The Foundation is now running its own habitat program through our new habitat
delivery system we call Bird4Birds. The successful execution of this program is a
significant benchmark for the Foundation which has been constantly increasing its
activities since its inception in 2015. Unlike previous habitat programs that the
Foundation helped fund, we are now utilizing our Bid4Birds program to create critical
shorebird habitat with funding from our generous donors.
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California Ricelands Waterbird Foundation
Supporters
Fiscal Year 2019/2020*
Stakeholders ($50,000+)
SD Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Visionaries ($5,000+)

American Commodity Company
Farmers’ Rice Cooperative
Mary’s Gone Crackers
Matteoli Brothers
Montna Farms
Robbins Rice Company
The Eddie Williamson Family Foundation
Leaders ($2,500+)

Champions ($1,000+)

E. D. Willey & Sons
Sun Valley Rice Company

Advocates ($500+)

Conaway Preservation Group LLC
DePue Warehouse Co.
Sean V. Doherty Farms
Rominger Rice
John Salmonson
Builders (Up to $499)
Susan Bennett
Mark Biddlecomb
Lois Biehler
Lacey Carroll
Lindsley Cross
Mildred Day
Michael Flaningam
G&L Farms
Patricia Gayman
Allegra Hakim
Meghan Hertel

Mahlon & Claire Hile
Cindy Kelleher
Kathleen Kilowski
Richard Kilowski
Carla King
Jonathan Koehn
Diane Luke
Scott Manley
Ellen Martin
Kim Maun
JP Montz & Sons

Paul Buttner
Dick & Lisa Cohen Giving Fund
Kim DeVincenzi
R. Gorrill Ranch Enterprises
Hans Herkert
Patricia McDaniels
Jim & Leslie Morris
David Oshima
Valerie Phillips
Laurel Posey
Amy Rogers
Rita Rourke
Reginald Singh
Taresh Farms, Inc.
Michael Taylor
David & Kathleen Zezulak

*Donations received/utilized during the months of September 1, 2019 – August 31, 2020
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Summary of the Foundation’s Financial Statement
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF AUGUST 31, 2020 AND 2019
2020

ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents

2019

36,260

112,225

702

702

Other assets

4,900

0

Total Assets

41,862

112,927

Net Assets
Unrestricted

41,862

112,927

Total Net Assets

41,862

112,927

Prepaid expenses and other assets

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEARS ENDED AUGUST 31, 2020 AND 2019
2020

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

2019

Contributions

97,532

174,937

Pledges

37,100

34,200

134,632

209,137

140,555

117,857

Management and general

25,118

23,639

Fundraising

40,024

29,736

Total Expenses

205,697

171,232

Changes in Net Assets

(71,065)

37,905

Net Assets – Beginning of year

112,927

75,022

41,862

112,927

Total Support and Revenue
EXPENSES
Program expense

Net Assets – Ending of year
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